


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


FREE 


December 18, 2020 






O| 


Vol. 52, No. 32 

Viewpoints 4 

south Hadley é 

Granby 6 

Neighbor News / 

sports 10 

Serving the town of South Hadley www.townreminder.turley.com Public Safety 1? 
Classifieds 13 


COVID count 
increases as 
acts of good 
inspire 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - Despite 
the town’s best efforts, South 
Hadley’s COVID-19 count con- 
tinues to soar. Mike Sullivan, 
Town Administrator, presented a 
string of concerning statistics to 
the Selectboard on Dec. 15. 

“The numbers between last 
week and this week; we had 47 
new confirmed cases and 19 ad- 
ditional contact cases so that’s 66 
new cases in a one-week period 
of time,” said Sullivan. “We did 
get an update directly from the 
Clerk’s Office on death certifi- 
cates, and since March 1, we’ve 
had 39 deaths [from COVID-19].” 

On Dec. 8, the town had re- 
ported only 28 deaths. The dou- 
ble-digit increase is highly rep- 
resentative of the virus’ growing 
severity. 


Please see COVID, page 3 
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Belchertown man 
among five arrested 
in drug bust 
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By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff writer 
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SOUTH HADLEY —- 
Amid the pandemic, no 


| South Hadley — students 
have been left unfed. As 


remote learning continues, 
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South Hadley Food Service Director Matt Hoagland was hard at work inside the high school cafeteria 
on Wednesday morning. 
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By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


BOSTON — Thousands of 
Massachusetts educators are 
calling for the resignation of De- 
partment of Elementary and Sec- 
ondary Education Commission- 
er Jeffrey Riley. More than 100 
unions representing educators in 
the commonwealth favored a vote 
of no confidence against Riley 
for his alleged lack of leadership 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

What began last month as 
a grassroots movement quick- 
ly spread to dozens of districts 
across the state, eventually earn- 
ing the support of the Massachu- 
setts Teachers Association. 

The MTA cites the majority of 
staff surveyed in Massachusetts 
schools believe Riley, “Lacks the 
necessary managerial and lead- 
ership skills to manage safely 
and effectively DESE during the 
COVID crisis.” 

Approximately 20 unions af- 
filiated with the Western Mass 
Educator Action Network have 
joined the campaign to remove 
Riley from office. As DESE’s di- 
rection has constantly changed, 
educators and students have been 
left to pick up the pieces. 

“The kids are getting hurt,’ 
said Laura Demakis, president 
of the Chicopee Educators Asso- 
ciation. “In a time of an incred- 
ibly different way of learning, 
everyone is craving for guidance 
and leadership and some sort of 
regularity and process. We have 
not gotten that from DESE. It’s 
caused confusion, anxiety and 
stress for the families.” 
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A group of educators and supporters, including Chicopee Education Association President Laura 
Demakis (second to right), South Hadley Education Association President Scott Beaulieau (second to left) 
and Massachusetts Teachers Association Vice President Max Page (far right) rally outside of Chicopee 


High School in June of 2020. 


The MTA stated earlier this 
week DESE has fostered unsafe 
working conditions by failing to 
listen to health experts and edu- 
cators across the state. 

The MTA statement reads, 
“Commissioner Riley and DESE 
continue to ignore the ever-grow- 
ing body of scientific evidence 
showing the direct correlation 
between in-person learning and 
increased transmission rates of 
COVID-19.” 

The South Hadley Education 
Association is another local union 


that is critical of Riley. DESE’s 
perceived lack of guidance has 
left SHEA President Scott Beau- 
lieau extremely disheartened. 
“It’s maddening that we have 
people in high towers who don’t 
know what’s going on in the 
trenches. The lack of leadership 
hurts the education process,” said 
Beaulieau. “It’s mindboggling 
that DESE isn’t taking respon- 
sibility for not giving support or 
guidance or giving it too late.” 
From changing metrics to an 
absence of communication, Mas- 
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sachusetts educators have grown 
tired of the state’s unpredictable 
behavior. Demakis feels strongly 
that much of the blame falls on 
the shoulders of Riley. 

“It’s been one thing after an- 
other that’s shown, quite frankly, 
that he’s out of touch with the 
reality of all of his school dis- 
tricts,’ she said. ““We don’t think 
Riley has taken into account the 
different and very real affects 
that the pandemic has had on dis- 
tricts of poverty and families of 
color. Is that systemic racism or 
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DESE Commissioner faces major scrutiny 


racial injustice? I would say so.” 

Countless Massachusetts ed- 
ucators have lost faith in DESE 
after it failed to implement sur- 
veillance COVID-19 _ testing 
in every school and chose not 
to cancel MCAS testing next 
spring. 

DESE has seemingly over- 
looked the lack of adequate ven- 
tilation that exists in many dated 
Massachusetts schools. Demakis 
believes that the state has cast a 
negative light on educators who 
have advocated for remote learn- 
ing. 

“To be very clear, we want the 
kids in the classroom. Educators 
want to be in the classroom. This 
isn’t easy or fun for anybody, but 
it has to be safe,’ said Demakis. 
“DESE has not given an inch. It’s 
almost like they expect every- 
thing to be the same instead of 
understanding that the direction 
has to change a little bit.” 

Regardless of whether or 
not Riley keeps his job, major 
changes must be made moving 
forward. Either way, educators in 
all corners of the commonwealth 
will continue to perform admira- 
bly. 

“We have incredible teachers 
across the state who do this be- 
cause we love teaching and care 
about our students and our com- 
munities,’ said Beaulieau. “It’s 
incredibly fulfilling when you 
see students succeeding, and this 
situation hasn’t hurt the commit- 
ment that teachers put in every 
day.” 

Dalton Zbierski is a_ Staff 
Writer and can be reached at dz- 
bierski@ turley.com. 
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COVID from page 1 


As of Tuesday, South Hadley has 
reported 415 confirmed, 376 contact, 
21 probable and 17 suspected cases of 
COVID-19 since March 1. Sullivan noted 
that the town is hard at work, attempting 
to increase awareness in any way that it 
can. 

“It is a very difficult time. Of the 65 
signs that we’ve had printed up, I have 
about 40 of those up throughout the town. 
Thank you Selectboard members for the 
ones that you’ve helped with,” said Sul- 
livan. 

Residents who are interested in dis- 
playing a sign on their property are en- 
couraged to email Sullivan at msullivan @ 
southhadleyma.gov. Sullivan did ac- 
knowledge that the town could be forced 
to stall the process of implementing signs 
for several days following Winter Storm 
Bailey. 

In a successful attempt to liven the 
spirits of the board, Sullivan shared two 
inspiring gestures that recently occurred 
in South Hadley. 

“Here’s a nice holiday story,’ said 
Sullivan. “A business in town was having 
an exceptional year, and they made an 
anonymous donation to the Lions’ Club 
of $1,000 and anonymous donation to the 
South Hadley Police Patrolmen’s Associ- 


Have 
Something 


ation of $1,000, earmarked to help fami- 
lies that they come across during the hol- 
iday season, who are having difficulties.” 

Sullivan continued on to share details 
of another act of kindness. By the time he 
concluded speaking, Sullivan and several 
other Selectmen were choked up. 

“Health Director [Sharon] Hart came 
across that the family was suffering some 
hardships,” said Sullivan. “The entire 
family was ill, and some of them were 
children, but they were unable to go get 
tested because they couldn’t afford the 
gas to wait in line. A donation was made, 
they got gas and they went and got test- 
ed.” 

The donation proved to be timely. As 
Sullivan revealed, the family was in dire 
need. 

“Four members of the five-member 
family have COVID. It’s one of those 
things; we just pray that we’re not in the 
same situation. It’s a difficult time, but 
every once and a while you hear a story 
that warms your heart. That one certainly 
did,” said Sullivan. 

More information pertaining to 
COVID-19 cases in South Hadley can be 
located at https://southhadley.org/1026/ 
COVID-19-RESPONSE. 


Dalton Zbierski is a staff writer and 
can be reached at dzbierski@ turley.com. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Popular pickup truck 

4, Profoundly wise men 

9. Camera company 

14. Folk singer DiFranco 

15. Passerine birds 

16. Plum-shaped fruit 
used for preserves 

17. Popular kids channel 

18. Dodgers’ skipper 

20. Removes 

22. the Atlantic is one 

23. Badgerlike mammal 

24. Foulness 

28. Luke’s mentor 
__-Wan 

29. Commercial 

30. A type of gin 

31. Temptress 

33. Shuts in an enclosed 
space 

37, Milligram 

38. Actress Adams 

39. Strive to equal or 
match 


41. Health insurance 
42. A detective’s source 
43. Small American rails 
44. Alfred _, Brit. poet 
46. Crest of a hill 

49. Atomic #52 


50. Caesar, comedian 


51. Breaks apart 

55. Register formally 
(Brit. sp.) 

58. Worker 

59. Chemical compound 

60. Disgraced newsman 

64. Born of 

65. Chemical substance 

66. Supernatural powers 

67. Clothes 

68. Indy footballers 

69. Moves forward 

70. Midway between 
south and southeast 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Driver 
2. Bone cavities 
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3. Menacing 

4. Where coaches patrol 

5. Greek mythological 
figure 

6. War-based board 
game 

7. Midway between 
northeast and east 

8. 18-year period in 
astronomy 

9, Mid-century term 
used to describe 


Japanese-Americans 


10. Large bodies of 
water 

11. Eurasian ryegrass 

12. Perform on stage 

13. Greek island 

19. 10th month of the 
year (abbr.) 

21. One point east of 
southeast 

24, Belgian city 

25. Praise excessively 

26. River in France 
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27. Edible lily bulbs 

31. Quarterbacks take 
them 

32. Organic compound 

34. Tears down (Brit.) 

35. Beloved Hollywood 
alien 

36. Unconscious 

40. Missouri 

41. Firemen use them 

45. Pig noise 

47. Greatly dismay 

48. Imitator 

02. Moves by turning 
over 

93. Boxing’s GOAT 

54. Swarms with 

96. Margarines 

5/. Feudal superior 

59. As fast as can be 
done 

60. Reciprocal of a sine 

61. Chinese city 

62. Tell on 

63. United 
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GUEST COLUMN 


Poinsettias grateful 
for extra TLC 


stage, front and center, in grocery and box 
store displays. The deep red bracts lure 


_S—~*éi yes to maak’ therm 
f their holiday 
IN THE fccora 
GARDEN 


H very Christmas the poinsettia takes the 


decorating. Pretty? For 
sure, but without prop- 
er care, the plant won’t 
have a chance past New 
Year’s Day. Let’s learn 
what we can do to keep 
this favorite looking 
its best throughout the 
holiday season and then 
some. 

It’s important that 
you start off with a 
healthy plant. Choose 
a poinsettia with dark 
green foliage all the 
way to the soil line. 
Color should complete- 
ly cover the bracts on the upper portion of the 
plant. Avoid plants whose flowers (located in the 
center of the bracts) show pollen. If pollen is ev- 
ident, the plant is old. Be wary of those that are 
displayed in plastic or paper sleeves or even those 
that are elbow to elbow. Poinsettias need room to 
spread out, and the longer they are cramped, the 
more likely it 1s that their quality will be impact- 
ed. Wilted plants are also best avoided, as this 
may indicate more than dry soil alone. 

Poinsettias are cold sensitive. Temperatures 
under 50 degrees for even a few minutes can 
damage the plant. Therefore, insert into a bag or 
protective sleeve for the ride home from the store 
and do not leave in an unheated car while you run 
other errands! Once home, position the poinsettia 
in a location where it will receive indirect light 
for at least six hours a day. Avoid drafts, warm or 
cold, and place far enough away from windows 
to prevent the foliage from touching cold glass. 
Chances are if you are comfortable inside, your 
poinsettia will be as well. Temperatures from 65 
to70 degrees during the day to around 55 at night 
will extend its life. 

Check the plant often to see if it needs water. 
If the soil is dry, water until droplets leak through 
the drainage holes in the pot. Saucers shouldn’t 
accumulate water. Dump the excess out after 
each watering so the plant won’t reabsorb it and 
become waterlogged. Soil that remains soaking 
wet is likely to cause root rot. A visual indication 
of this irreversible disease is curled, wilting fo- 
liage and bracts. Hold off on fertilizing the plant 
while it is in bloom. 

It’s unfortunate that few people keep their 
poinsettias past the holiday season. When I was a 
kid my Mom succeeded at getting hers to bloom 
again the following Christmas. Here’s what to do 
if you’d like to try it: In early April cut back the 
plant to eight inches. Fertilize with an all pur- 
pose houseplant fertilizer once a month. New 
growth should appear by the end of May. After 
the danger of frost has passed, move the plant 
outdoors. Continue to water but increase fertil- 
ization to every two weeks. Pinch plants in late 
June or early July to promote bushy growth. At 
this time you may also wish to repot the poinset- 
tia. Select a pot one size larger, filling around the 
root ball with a good potting soil. Bring the plant 
indoors as temperatures fall. 

The poinsettia is photoperiodic, and long 
nights of uninterrupted darkness encourage it 
to bloom. In greenhouses, growers go to great 
lengths to withhold light, as even small amounts 
can delay or stop the plant from setting bud. At 
home, putting the plant in the closet for 14 hours 
each night is your best bet. Most people get on 
a5 p.m. to 8 a.m. schedule beginning on Oct. 1, 
and continue it for eight to 10 weeks until color 
shows on the bracts. Night temperatures should 
be no higher than 70 degrees or flowering may 
be delayed. 

While my Mom achieved colorful bracts, the 
plant itself was a bit leggy and the foliage not 
so green. Perhaps more fertilizer and a harder 
pinch would have made our experiment more 
successful. Give it a try yourself and maybe you 
will have even better results! 








My De 


Roberta McQuaid 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


On 2020 one for the record books 


Dear editor, 


What a year for the record books, from 
the start of 2020 to the final month. 

We have seen political turmoil, the pan- 
demic of the century, an election that was 
filled with so much truth and unjustifiable 
lies to an ending of hope in our future. 

We saw heroes in every sector of our 
health care organizations. We had heroes in 
every sector of our society helping fellow 
Americans in need. 

We saw the essential employees going 
into work each day, keeping the grocery 
stores running to maintain the food supply 
to their communities throughout the state. 

We heard story after story of the kind 
deeds that families were doing to help their 
neighbors in need. 

We learned to all use Zoom in just about 
every home in America. We saw how our 
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teachers and students adapted to a new on- 
line learning environment. 

We saw our homes turned into our new 
offices, new classrooms and telehealth com- 
munication hubs. 

But, through it all, we have learned, ad- 
justed and remained hopeful. 

By continuing COVID safety practices 
throughout the winter months we will help 
avoid the spread of the COVID virus to oth- 
ers. 

Knowing the vaccines are being distrib- 
uted throughout the country, and with time- 
lines for distribution for all sectors of the 
general population. 

It looks like 2021 is looking to start a lot 
better than in 2020, which is truly good news 
for us all. 


Sincerely, 
Dennis Golas 





Construction soils, landfills...and cockroaches?! 


Dear editor. 


As a South Hadley resident, I am con- 
cerned about a proposal to the Selectboard to 
reopen the town landfill to become a depos- 
itory for construction soils. Town residents 
have spoken about the risks of bringing con- 
taminated construction soils (aka “COMM- 
97 soils”) into our aging, partially unlined 
landfill. 

Concerns include: contamination of air, 
water and soil; negative impact on real es- 
tate values and burden of long-term manage- 
ment. Most regional landfills have stopped 
accepting construction soils. 

Massachusetts regulations regarding 
COMM-97 soils are imperfectly complex; 
accuracy and completeness of contamina- 
tion data are apparently not field-verified by 
MassDEP. Thus, it is surprising that a Select- 
board would consider a proposal that could 
harm the health and safety of town residents. 

There is another risk of which most peo- 
ple and MassDEP may be unaware. Years 
ago (as director, vector biology and compre- 
hensive management program, laboratory 
of zoonotic disease and epidemiology at the 
Wadsworth Center, NY State Department of 
Health), I investigated an outbreak of Amer- 
ican cockroaches (Periplaneta americana) in 
a rural town in upstate New York. P. amer- 
icana are large, reddish brown roaches that 
typically are urban in the Northeast. The 
community, similar to South Hadley, had 
become plagued with these large roaches 


after nearby landfill dumping of urban con- 
struction soils and wastes; roaches were in- 
side homes, hundreds were on house foun- 
dations, lawns, nearby roads and in forests 
in conditions below 50°F. Note, this species 
prefers 80°F; they are common in Los Ange- 
les sewers and outdoors in Miami, but to find 
hundreds outdoors in the rural Northeast at 
low ambient temperatures was unknown. 
The community (previously without a cock- 
roach problem) had become overrun with 
American cockroaches and was adjacent to 
one of the landfill areas, the source of the 
widespread infestation. These cockroach- 
es had successfully adapted to a new rural, 
colder habitat with alternative food sources 
(e.g., tree sap). 

The proposal before the South Hadley Se- 
lectboard mentions only “construction soil” 
from undesignated locations. Such materials 
can include cockroaches that bring: disease 
risks; allergens; psychological stress; and 
real property devaluation. 

Understandably, town officials are under 
financial pressure at this time; however, en- 
abling a potential cockroach infestation and/ 
or any of the aforementioned risks related to 
COMM.-97 soils would likely be found un- 
conscionable by most residents. 


Dr. Stephen C. Frantz 
Research Pathobiologist 

Global Environmental Options, 
South Hadley 


The Town Reminder is on Facebook. Log on today 
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A QUOTE 


of NOTE 


€© We don’t know 
the situations that 
everybody’s in. 
Everybody is different, 
and if the food helps 


out and can take 
a little bit of pressure 
off, it’s helpful and 
worthwhile. 9 9 


South Hadley High School 
Kitchen Manager 

Kathy Gauthier 

in the story “Meals and Cheer 
offered at school” 
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LETTERS POLICY 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers 
to include their name, ad- 
dress and phone number in 
order for our office to au- 
thenticate authorship prior 
to publication. Addresses 
and phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks or def- 
amation of character are 
not allowed. Deadline for 
submissions is Wednesday 
at noon. 

Please email  (pre- 
ferred) letters to town- 
reminder @turley.com. 
Mailed letters can be sent 
to Town Reminder, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. 
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By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - On the evening of 
Dec. 8, the town of South Hadley hosted a 
“Symposium of Understanding,” a webi- 
nar that endeavored to strengthen the pub- 
lic’s understanding of their own biases. 

The hour-long exercise educated resi- 
dents on the importance of acceptance and 
the direct correlation that inclusiveness 
has to a community’s success. 

Dr. Lauren Appio, of Appio Psychol- 
ogy Consulting PLLC, presented on cul- 
tural competence and professional devel- 
opment. 

“If you’ve ever had to make a change 
in your life before, exercising more or 
scrolling through your phone less perhaps, 
you know it’s not as easy to do as just say, 
‘’m going to do this.’ We end up having 
mixed feelings about making changes, and 
there are all these obstacles,” said Appio, 
who joined the conversation virtually from 
her New York City practice. 

Appio, a licensed psychologist, earned 
her Ph.D. in counseling psychology from 
Columbia University. In addition to treat- 
ing patients, Appio provides diversity and 
inclusion training for nonprofits, schools, 
businesses and municipalities. 

“My approach to this kind of work 
is it has to be collaborative,’ said Appio. 
“Bringing someone in from the outside 
helps so that everyone can be a partici- 


St. Theresa’s 
tradition continues 


SOUTH HADLEY -— St. There- 
sa of Lisieux parishioners gathered 
on Friday, Dec. 18 to continue their 
tradition. On that day they lovingly 
packaged and delivered holiday fruit 
and treat gift bags to the residences 
of Newton Manor, Lathrop Village 
and Hubert Place. This tradition has 
occurred for over 20 years and is a 
special event the parish looks forward 
to doing each year. Parishioners know 
these gift bags bring an extra special 
treat during the holiday season. 
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pant, including people who are in senior 
roles and people who have a lot of deci- 
sion-making power. It helps to relieve 
them of that kind of role and be able to 
participate like everybody else in these 
conversations.” 

A panel consisting of Selectboard 
Vice Chair Sarah Etelman, Police Chief 
Jennifer Gundersen, Deputy Town Ad- 
ministrator Jennifer Wolowicz and Town 
Administer Mike Sullivan participated in 
the activity alongside Appio. 

“We want to provide a workplace 
where people feel safe both culturally and 
intellectually,’ said Sullivan. “We want to 
relay to the public some of the exercises 
and planning and different innovative ap- 
proaches we’re having to try to have our 
staff understand diversity and inclusion, 
recognize their biases and how we can 
deal with them and go forward.” 

Appio accentuated the significance of 
opening a dialogue and creating a pro- 
cess for town employees and community 
members to engage in. 

She said diversity includes race, age, 
gender, sexual orientation and religion, all 
of which contribute to each individual’s 
world views. 

“Diversity is about all of the unique 
qualities and characteristics that we bring 
into different spaces with an emphasis on 
looking at some of the ways that people 
get treated differently based on some of 
the characteristics that they hold,’ said 
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South Hacley < 
Town continues inclusiveness training 


Appio. 

Wolowicz said the town has held sim- 
ilar symposiums in each of the past six 
years in an effort to foster an environment 
of acceptance in Town Hall. While the an- 
nual workshops have varied, they all have 
prioritized a spirit of inclusion. 

‘“We’ve worked toward constantly 
asking questions of our staff and opening 
up doors and opening up conversations. 
Sometimes we here from employees, ‘Oh, 
we’re having another diversity training,’ 
and that tells us we haven’t had enough 
diversity trainings. It shouldn’t be some- 
thing that people roll their eyes at,’ said 
Wolowicz. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Wolowicz made it clear that times have 
been tough for residents of all genders, 
ethnicities and backgrounds. 

Appio added that the pandemic has 
popularized a form of social distancing 
that is far from healthy. 

“The type of social distancing that 
comes from bias is keeping somebody at 
arm’s length because you don’t want to 
do or say anything wrong, but then you 
never really get to have a real relationship 
with that person. We have to find ways to 
be brave and be willing to take feedback 
and learn from each other. It’s a lifelong 
learning process,” said Appio. 

The full symposium can be viewed on 
South Hadley Community Television’s 
Facebook and Vimeo pages. 


Thursday/Friday trash pick-up delayed one 
day, parking ban in effect until Saturday 


SOUTH HADLEY - Starting Thurs- 
day, Dec. 17, South Hadley trash pick-up 
will operate on a delay for the remain- 
der of the week due to the impending 
snowstorm. Thursday’s pick-up will be 
made Friday, and Friday’s on Saturday. 
A town-wide parking ban will be in effect 
for all streets today, Wednesday, Dec. 16 
at 7 p.m. until Saturday, Dec. 19 at 7 a.m. 
All violators are subject to, and will be 
issued, a $25 fine. They also risk being 
towed. 

Park on the even numbered side of the 
street on even days; park on the odd num- 
bered side of the street on odd days. The 
South Hadley Police Department will 
enforce this ban. No on-street parking 1s 
allowed on: 

Bridge Street 


Lamb Street 

Bardwell Street 

Main Street 

Lower North Main Street 

Route 116 

You must move your vehicle be- 
tween 8 and 9 a.m. to the opposite 
side of the street every day of the ban. 
Please park in your driveway if possible. 
Please also remember to clear sidewalks 
of snow within 48 hours after a parking 
ban has expired. For everyone’s safety, 
we ask those with hydrants and storm 
drains on their properties to clear them of 
snow, ice and debris. 

If you are able, we always encourage 
cooperation between neighbors. Thank 
you for assistance in this community ef- 
fort to get through the winter together. 


selectboard seeks 
volunteers for 

Town Administrator 
screening Committee 


Staff report 


SOUTH HADLEY -— The South 
Hadley Selectboard invites interested 
residents to apply to serve on the South 
Hadley Town Administrator Screening 
Committee. 

“We look forward to having a resi- 
dent participate in the process of selecting 
South Hadley’s next town administrator,” 
said Jeff Cyr, chair of the Selectboard. “Tt 
is important to us that residents are in- 
volved throughout the screening process.” 

The duties of the seven-member 
Town Administrator Screening Commit- 
tee include reviewing résumés of appli- 
cants, selecting approximately six to nine 
semi-finalist candidates, interviewing 
those candidates, and selecting a total of 
three to five finalists to forward to the Se- 
lectboard for interviews. 

The deadline for receipt of applica- 
tions to serve on the Town Administrator 
Screening Committee is Dec. 31, at 12 
p.m. 

It 1s anticipated that the members of 
the Town Administrator Screening Com- 
mittee will need to attend a maximum of 
four meetings to fulfill their committee 
obligations. Once finalists’ names are 
presented to the Selectboard, the Town 
Administrator Screening Committee will 
have completed its mission. 

“Town Administrator Screening 
Committee members will have a criti- 
cal role in determining finalists for this 
important position,” said Sarah Etelman, 
vice-chair of the Selectboard. “We are 
pleased to be able to call upon residents’ 
experience, knowledge, and insight.” 

South Hadley has hired the consult- 
ing firm Community Paradigm Associ- 
ates to assist in the town administrator 
search process. The consultant will guide 
and assist Town Administrator Screening 
Committee members in their efforts. 

To submit an application to serve on 
the Town Administrator Screening Com- 
mittee, please send your letter of interest 
and/or résumé via email to KMaher@ 
southhadleyma.gov 

For more information, please contact 
Kristin Maher, executive assistant to ad- 
ministration, at KMaher@southhadley- 
ma.gov or 413-538-5030, x6135. 





GUEST COLUMN 


Will my U.K. pension affect my Social Security? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I lived and 
worked in the United Kingdom 
prior to coming to the U.S. at 
age 45, which qualified me for 
a U.K. State Pension worth the 
equivalent of about $740 U.S. 
dollars per month. Since moving 
to the U.S. I have contributed to 
the U.S. Social Security system 
for 14 years and my estimated 
U.S. Social Security benefit is 
$1,643 per month. I have heard 
about something called “WEP” 
and must be honest and say I 
don’t fully understand. Can you 
provide some advice or refer- 
ences so [I can understand what 
happens to these sums when I re- 
tire? I don’t have any other pen- 
sion income, so understanding 
these numbers is important. FYI, 
I hold both U.S. and U.K. pass- 
ports and will retire in the U.S.A. 
Signed: Blessed from the UK 


Dear Blessed: The “WEP” 
provision you refer to is known 
as the “Windfall Elimination 
Provision.” It affects anyone 
who is eligible to collect Social 
Security benefits, but who also 
has a pension from another en- 
tity (corporation, public agency, 
or foreign country) which did 
not participate in the U.S. Social 
Security program (meaning that 
SS FICA payroll taxes weren’t 
paid during that employment). 
WEP will reduce your U.S. So- 
cial Security benefit by using a 
special formula to compute your 
benefit amount. Generally, the 
WEP reduction is determined 
either by the number of years 
of substantial Social Security 
covered earnings that you have, 
or the WEP maximums (one of 
which is that your U.S. Social 
Security can’t be reduced by 
more than half of your non-cov- 
ered pension). With less than 20 


years paying into the U.S. sys- 
tem, you will incur one of the 
maximum WEP reductions. 
Something else important to 
understand is that the current es- 
timate you have from Social Se- 
curity doesn’t include the WEP 
reduction. That estimate assumes 
that you will continue to earn at 
your current level until you reach 
your full retirement age. You ha- 
ven’t shared your birthdate, but 
from your email I assume you 
are now about 60-years-old. If 
you were born in 1959, your 
full retirement age (FRA) for 
U.S. Social Security purposes is 
66 years and 10 months (Gif you 
were born after that your FRA is 
67, and if you were born before 
that subtract 2 months for each 
year prior to 1959). Your FRA 
is when you will get your “full” 
Social Security benefit. If you 
claim before that (age 62 is the 
earliest you can claim) your ben- 
efit will be reduced (even before 


WEP), and if you wait beyond 
your FRA you'll earn Delayed 
Retirement Credits (DRCs) 
which will increase your benefit 
amount. DRCs stop at age 70. 
Based upon what you’ve told 
me, I believe that your WEP re- 
duction will probably be limited 
to one of the maximums, either 
half of your monthly U.K. pen- 
sion, or the maximum for your 
“eligibility year” (2022?). We 
don’t yet know what the standard 
maximum WEP reduction for 
2022 will be, but for 2020 it is 
$480. That is the most that your 
Social Security benefit could 
normally be reduced. But if your 
U.K. pension is about $740 U.S. 
Dollars, then your maximum re- 
duction should be about $370, 
because the WEP reduction 
can’t be more than half of your 
non-covered (U.K.) pension. So, 
your U.S. Social Security bene- 
fit of $1,643 will most likely be 
reduced by about $370 to about 





$1,303.You will need to contact 
the U.K. pension system to see if 
any of your U.K. pension will be 
offset by your U.S. Social Secu- 
rity benefits. 

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or fi- 
nancial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Asso- 
ciation. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental enti- 
ty. To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/ 
programs/social-security-advi- 
sory) or email us at ssadvisor@ 
amacfoundation.org. 


Russell Gloor is a Social Se- 
curity advisor for AMAC. 
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Granby PD receives equipment grant 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


GRANBY -—- The Granby 
Police Department received a 
$35,100 grant recently from the 
Executive Office of Public Safe- 
ty and which will serve to update 
laptops and software. 

The funding is from the Ed- 
ward Byrne Memorial Justice 
Assistance Grant which “is in- 
tended for local police depart- 
ments to address their law en- 
forcement and criminal justice 
related needs.” according to a 
Nov. 23 letter to the department 
from Gov. Charlie Baker. 

Granby Police Chief Alan 
Wishart said members of the de- 
partment work hard to apply for 
grants and when they get one, 
“it’s exciting.” 

“We’re going to use the fund- 
ing to replace laptops in the 
cruisers and we’re also getting 
cellebrite software...as well as 
two officers to get trained in it,’ 
he said. “We’ve had the current 
laptops for about eight to 10 
years. It’s a significant expense 
to replace them because they’re 
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The Granby Police Department recently received a $35,100 grant for new laptops in the cruisers, among 


other technology expenses. 


not normal laptops. We’re hop- 
ing to get another eight to 10 
years out of them.” 

The software will allow for 
officers to take evidence from 
smartphones. 

“Now we have to take the 
item into evidence until we have 
the information from another de- 
partment. With the new software, 


we'll be able to get people their 
equipment back faster,’ Wishart 
said. “In this day and age, the 
way many people communi- 
cate is through smartphones and 
when we investigate cases, a lot 
of them have some form of evi- 
dence related to that.” 

Wishart said he’s excited 
about the grant. 


“Applying to grants is a lot of 
time and effort, so we’re excit- 
ed when we get them,’ he said. 
“Particularly when it’s equip- 
ment, the benefit is long-lasting, 
versus a one-time grant. It’s a 
huge amount of money for a 
small or big town.” 





GCAM hosts holiday programming 


GRANBY -— The following 
are the events and schedule for 
the holidays from Granby Com- 
munity Access and Media. 

On Channel 15, GCAM will 
be airing a Yule Log all day 
Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day for residents to put in the 
background while preparing for 
their “stay-at-home Christmas” 
activities. 


Thursday, Dec. 24 

7 a.m. - Seniors on the Move 
8 a.m. - Alivelihood 
9 a.m. - In the Garden with Liz 
10 a.m. - Healthy Bones & 
Balance 
e ll am. 

School 
e 12 p.m. - Songspeak 
1 p.m. - Letters to Santa Recap 
4 p.m. - Granby UCC Christ- 


Free COVID-19 
testing at HCC 


Staff report 


- Norfolk Knitting 


HOLYOKE - Free “Stop the 
Spread” COVID-19 testing at 
Holyoke Community College has 
been extended until March 31, 
2021, according to the Holyoke 
Board of Health. 

Drive-through testing at HCC 
is conducted six days a week in 
parking lot H near the western 
entrance to the Donahue Build- 
ing on the college’s main campus, 
303 Homestead Ave. 

HCC has been serving as a 
“Stop the Spread” drive-through 
testing site since Aug. 26 to help 
reduce the spread of COVID-19. 

Drivers are asked to enter the 
campus from Homestead Avenue, 
turn left onto the Campus Road 
and proceed to parking lot H. 
There will be signs and parking 
attendants on site to manage the 
flow of traffic. 


Please see FREE TEST, page 15 





mas Service 

7 p.m. - Granby UCC Christ- 
mas Pageant 

7:30 p.m. - Letters to Santa: 
Night Before Christmas 

9 pm. - MA Military Gold 
Star Families Tribute 

10 p.m. - Granby UCC Christ- 
mas Service 


Friday, Dec. 25 
12 a.m. - Granby UCC Christ- 
mas Service 
6 am. - MA Military Gold 
Star Families Tribute 
7 a.m. - Granby UCC Christ- 
mas Service 
9 a.m. - Granby UCC Christ- 
mas Pageant 
9:30 a.m. - 2019 Granby Mu- 
sic All Grades Concert 
11:30 a.m. - Letters to Santa 
Recap 


e 1:30 p.m. - MA Military Gold 
Star Families Tribute 

e 2 p.m. - Granby UCC Christ- 
mas Service 

e 3:30 p.m. - Granby UCC 
Christmas Pageant 

e 4 p.m. - MA Military Gold 
Star Families Tribute 

e 4:30 p.m. - 2019 Granby Mu- 
sic All Grades Concert 


e 6:30 p.m. - Granby UCC 
Christmas Service 
e 8:30 p.m. - Granby UCC 


Christmas Pageant 
¢ 9 p.m. - MA Military Gold 

Star Families Tribute 
¢ 9:30 p.m. - Letters to Santa 

Recap 

On Dec. 26, there will be two 

marathons going on both Chan- 
nels 12 and 15 reflecting the 
programming that GCAM aired 
over 2020. Channel 12 will in- 


cludes things such as the Class 
of “70-’79 GJSHS Reunion, the 
East Meadow Teacher Parade, 
and the 75th Anniversary of Vic- 
tory in Japan with Todd Carpen- 
ter. 

On Channel 15, GCAM will 
be including the various sports 
games that happened in 2020 
along with various talks and 
events such as the GJSHS Health 
Fair that happened. GCAM will 
even feature some of the projects 
that came out of the GJSHS A/V 
Production class. GCAM will 
have times ready to go for Chan- 
nel 15 on Facebook, Instagram, 
and its newsletter where resi- 
dents can sign up on the website 
at www.granbymedia.com. 


springfield Garden Club hosts virtual 
tour of holiday decorations tonight 


SPRINGFIELD The 
Springfield Garden Club will 
host “Decked Out for the Hol- 
idays” presented by Jana Mil- 
bocker of Enchanted Gardens 
on Friday, Dec. 18 at 11:30 a.m. 
The event will be virtual and 
will be accessible via Zoom. 

If you love holiday deco- 
rations but cannot see them in 
person this year, take a virtual 
tour! We will visit Blithewold, 
Newport Mansions, Winterthur 
and Longwood Gardens sump- 
tuously decorated and lit for the 
holiday season. 

Jana Milbocker is a garden 
designer, speaker, and author. 
She combines horticulture, de- 
sign, and travel tips to educate, 
inspire and delight both new 
and seasoned gardeners. Jana 
loves to visit gardens and histor- 
ic sites in the U.S. and abroad, 
and share her trips through her 
books, photos and blog. She 


published The Garden Tourist: 
120 Destination Gardens and 
Nurseries in the Northeast in 
2018, and The Garden Tour- 
ist’s New England in 2020. She 
has lectured at flower shows 
in Mass., Conn., Maine, New 
York and New Jersey, as well 
as a multitude of horticultur- 
al societies, garden clubs, and 
libraries in the Northeast. She 
is owner of Enchanted Gar- 
dens, a landscape design firm 
in the Boston area. (Enchant- 
edGardensDesign.com.) She 
is past president of the Hollis- 
ton Garden Club, and active in 
the Garden Club Federation of 
Mass., Massachusetts Horticul- 
tural Society and GardenComm 
International. 

The club is also offering an 
online holiday boutique and 
auction featuring quality gift 
items and holiday arrange- 
ments. Proceeds from the holi- 


day boutique and auction allow 
the club to offer: 

e Educational outreach to 
youth in our region. 

e Fresh flower arrangements 
for patients in nursing homes, 

e Creation and maintenance 
of public gardens around the 
city 

For a link to the auction site, 
please email your name and 
phone number to spfidgarden- 
club @ gmail.com. 

The presentation is open to 
the public as well as club mem- 
bers via Zoom. 

Tickets for guests are $5 and 
are available at EventBrite.com. 

For more information on 
this and other Springfield Gar- 
den Club events go to www. 
gcfm.org/springfieldgardenclub 
or visit them on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
SpringfieldMAGardenClub/ 





December 18, 2020 


Holiday 
offerings 
at the GPL 


Staff report 


GRANBY - The following 
are upcoming holiday events 
by Granby Public Library. 

Kid’s help make New 
Year’s Eve sparkle at the 
Granby Library 

Between Dec. 29 to 31 pick 
up a kit to make a firework 
wand and take home a noise- 
maker and glow stick necklace. 
The Granby library has multi- 
ple copies of “Happy New Year 
everywhere” and the night 
before New Year’s Eve, as for 
a copy for curbside pick up. 
Need some movies to watch 
or other books to read? Ask for 
a curbside pick up by calling 
the library ahead during open 
hours at 467-3320. 

Teens, stop by the Granby 
Library to get your glow on 
for New Years 

Stop by the library lobby 
Dec. 29 to 31 during library 
hours Tuesday through Friday 
from 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. to 
pick up a couple of glow stick 
necklaces. Limit two per teen. 
Need some movies to watch or 
books to read? Ask for a curb- 
side pick up by calling the h- 
brary ahead during open hours 
at 467-3320. 

Family movie night holi- 
day theme DVD binge boxes 

A binge box is a box/bag 
with three DVD’s hand-select- 
ed for you by the librarians, 
a bag of microwave popcorn, 
an activity and a small gift to 
brighten your day. 

Library staff will ask your 
child(ren)’s age(s). You can re- 
quest a personalized box, feel 
free to ask for books, music. 

To request a holiday binge 
box call the library 467-3320 
or email the library at granby- 
publiclibrary @ gmail.com. 

Library staff answer calls 
and emails on open library 
days Tuesday through Friday 
from 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Kid - made ornaments to 
“‘oift or keep” kits 

Stop by for a take and make 
ornament kit, in the library 
lobby from Tuesday through 
Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. 

A little glue added to our 
kits and you'll have some 
homemade holiday ornaments 
to add a special touch to your 
tree or a great gift for someone 
special. 

Bagged kits will be created 
for younger and older youth. It 
is first come first serve. 

Holiday books for sale .50 

A selection of “like new” 
holiday books are on the bot- 
tom shelf of our Ornament Kit 
cart. Each book is .50. 

Envelopes are provided — 
put the book payment in the 
envelope, then put the envelope 
in book drop. 

Holiday craft bags for Jr/ 
Sr High schoolers 

Get crafty! Choose an orna- 
ment kit and some winter mag- 
ic coloring pages at the Granby 
Library. 

While supplies last. Stop by 
the library lobby during library 
hours from Tuesday to Friday 
from 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
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South Hacley 


See Santa, virtually 


Staff report 


SOUTH HADLEY — While he’s preparing for the 
upcoming holiday Santa will take time to do Zoom 
calls with local families. 

The friends of Buttery Brook Park and the South 
Hadley Recreation Department announced that South 
Hadley is offering online visits with Santa Claus for 
two weeks using the Zoom platform. 

Due to the COIVD-19 pandemic, the typical visits 
at the Buttery Brook Park Log Cabin with Santa have 
been cancelled. 

The sessions will be held Dec. 17 to Dec. 20. There 
will be daily blocks between 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. and 9 to 
10:30 a.m. on Saturday mornings. 

Additional times may be added based on demand. 

Participants must pre-register at Southhadleyrecre- 
ation.org 

There is no cost to visit with Santa. 

Registrations will close 24 hours before the ses- 
sion, and it is first come/first serve for attendance. This 
is limited to South Hadley residents and/or students in 
the public schools. 

When you sign in, one of Santa’s helpers will make 
sure that everyone is up and running with the Zoom 
platform and other family and guests will be able to 
virtually attend as well. The session in total will last 
for about 10 minutes. Participants will have the ability 
to pick up some coloring books at the South Hadley 
Public Library at set times. 

Each participant will receive a ‘nice list’ certificate 
after their meeting. 

Here is the link online: https://leagues.bluesombre- 
ro.com/Default.aspx ?tabid=1345157 


Live nativity in South Hadley 


Staff report 


SOUTH HADLEY -— Center Church, UCC will be 
hosting a live nativity on its steps Dec. 19 at 11 a.m., 
following its 39th consecutive vigil for racial justice. 
A few members of the church choir will sing some fa- 
miliar carols, safely spaced apart wearing masks. The 
event is open to all and will last 15 to 20 minutes. 
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Neighbor News « 


Belchertown man among five arrested 
following narcotics investigation 


Staff report 


SPRINGFIELD — A long run- 
ning investigation into a substantial 
drug trafficking organization cul- 
minated this week with the arrest 
of five suspects, and the seizure of 
over two kilograms of fentanyl, two 
kilograms of cocaine, 11 firearms 
and approximately $12,000. 

On Dec. 5, members of the Dis- 
trict Attorney’s Hampden County 
Narcotics Task Force executed a 
search warrant on Julian Delgado’s 
residence at 26 Columbia Terrace in 
Springfield for his alleged involve- 
ment in the distribution of cocaine. 
A preceding motor vehicle stop, 
which led to the arrest of Julian 
Delgado, 29, of Springfield, yielded 
one kilogram of cocaine. The sub- 
sequent search of his home yielded 
another kilogram of cocaine, found 
in a cardboard box under a Christ- 
mas tree. 

Delgado has been charged with 
trafficking a class B drug “cocaine” 
over 200 grams, and operating a 
motor vehicle with a suspended li- 
cense. 

On Dec. 7, investigators learned 
that Maralaisy Gil and Junior De- 
gracia would be traveling to the 
Lawrence, area to procure a large 
quantity of heroin/Fentanyl. Later 
in the evening, a traffic stop was 
conducted in which six large bags 
containing approximately 2.87 ki- 
lograms of fentanyl was 
found in the vehicle. 

Both Junior De- 
gracia, 41, and Maral- 
aisy Gil, 39, both of 


This Holiday 
Season... 
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HampHearing.com 


243 King Street, Suite 105 


Northampton, MA 
413-586-9572 


Acres of Beautiful Live Christmas Trees 


222 Upper Moss Hill Rd. 


MOss HILL 
TREE FARM 


Since 1956 
The Mason Family 


Russell, MA 01071 
413-862-3815 


Find us on Facebook 
at Moss Hill Tree Farm 


Open Dawn to Dark 
until Christmas 


SELECT & CUT-YOUR-OWN 


Live Spruces ¢ Balsam ° Frazier * Concolor Firs 


THURSDAY 
DECEMBER 24 “ 
OPEN UNTIL I2PM 


$25 - $50 All Sizes up to 16 feet 
Two Trees for $60 ~ Bring a Friend ~ Some Pre-Cut 


On Weekends We Offer FREE: 


Warming Fires * Helpers ** Loaner Saws * Evergreen Boughs 


Please Be COVID Safe / Bring In This Ad for 10% Off 
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A long running investigation into a substantial drug trafficking 
organization culminated this week with the arrest of five suspects, and 
the seizure of over two kilograms of fentanyl, two kilograms of cocaine, 11 
firearms and approximately $12,000. 


Springfield, have been arrested and 
charged with trafficking in heroin/ 
fentanyl over 200 grams. 

The following day, on Dec. 8, 
search warrants were executed in 
Springfield and Belchertown result- 
ing in the arrests of the following 
two individuals for the following 
offenses: 

John Feliciano, 45, of Spring- 
field, charged with: trafficking in 
heroin/fentanyl over 200 grams, 


——_ 


manufacturing in_ heroin/fentan- 
yl, commission of a felony while 
armed, conspiracy to violate 94C 
narcotic laws, unlawful possession 
of a firearm (10 counts), possession 
of a sawed-off shotgun, possession 
of ammunition without FID card. 
Jose Antonio Diaz, 46, of 
Belchertown, charged with: traf- 
ficking in heroin/fentanyl over 200 


Please see DRUG BUST, page 12 
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Seasons Greelings 


KINDLY NOTE OUR HOLIDAY HOURS 


CHRISTMAS 


FRIDAY 12/20 & 
SATURDAY 12/26 


CLOSED 


THURSDAY 
DECEMBER 31 * 
OPEN UNTIL 4PM 


FRIDAY 
JANUARY I * 
CLOSED 


y,icountrybank 


800.322.8233 | countrybank.com 


Member FDIC 





Member DIF 


COVID-19 pandemic. 


MEALS from page 1 


lunch for each day that school is in ses- 
sion. 

“Parents sign up online, and every 
Wednesday, we do a distribution. We do it 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., and then from 
5 to 6:30 p.m.,” said Food Service Direc- 
tor Matt Hoagland. 

On Dec. 16, Food Services workers 
prepared and served more than 7,350 
meals. Each student received 14 meals, 
a supply that will last through the winter 
break up until Jan. 5. 

“It’s awesome. I have a phenomenal 
staff here that wants to be here and wants 
to see the kids and give back. Right now, 
it’s tough with COVID, but they all want 
to be here,’ said Hoagland. 

South Hadley’s student enrollment 
currently stands at 1,818, and all students 
are eligible for free meals in accordance to 
state guidelines. Meals include fresh fruit 
and milk and meet or exceed the dietary 
guidelines set by the state’s Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education. 

“Every day brings some challenges, 
but we just barrel through,’ said South 
Hadley High School Kitchen Manager 
Kathy Gauthier. “We try to have fun and 
want to make the best of it, especially 
with all the young kids coming in right 
now; they all need a little cheer.” 

Students are welcome to accompany 
their parents or guardians each Wednes- 
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The South Hadley Public Schools Food Services Dept. serves approximately 525 students each school day during the 


day. On Dec. 16, John West arrived with 
his grandson. 

“Tt’s absolutely wonderful and incred- 
ibly well-organized. The food is good, 
and we appreciate it. Things move along 
smoothly; I’ve never spent more than five 
minutes in line,” said West. 

On Dec. 16, all of the kitchen staff 
donned identical, holiday-themed shirts, 
as Christmas music played in the back- 
ground. Lori Jagodowski, head cook at 
Michael E. Smith Middle School, ex- 
plained the importance of having fun 
while working hard. 

“We try to have that attitude,’ said 
Jagodowski. “If you come in and aren’t 
having a good time and don’t enjoy what 
you're doing, it shows, and the people see 
that. It’s a tough time right now so when 
people come in and see people happy, it 
makes them smile. To be able to see peo- 
ple smiling and laughing when they walk 
out that door is so worth it, especially 
when they bring their kids in.” 

On distribution day, parents and 
guardians are asked to bring a reusable 
grocery bag, sign in and enter the line. 
Staff members fill each bag with the ap- 
propriate amount of meals and add in a 
half gallon of milk. 

Four months into the school year, the 
distribution process resembles a well- 
oiled machine. For the kitchen staff, the 
experience can be extremely gratifying. 

‘People are so appreciative that it’s be- 
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South Hadley Public Schools Food Services employee 
Kim Desrochers, left, and Newth Healy inside the high 


school cafeteria on Wednesday morning. 





The puanackes family arrived at South Hadley High School to receive two weeks’ worth 


of meals on Dec. 16. 


ing offered, and it makes us feel good that 
we re doing something to help out,” said 
Gauthier. “We don’t know the situations 
that everybody’s in. Everybody is differ- 
ent, and if the food helps out and can take 
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a little bit of pressure off, it’s helpful and 
worthwhile.” 


Dalton Zbierski is a Staff Writer and 
can be reached at dzbierskI@ turley.com. 


Wishing you ‘Peace 
during the 
Holiday Season, 


The Curran and O’Brien Families 
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Seniors receive early 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - Frigid tempera- 
tures could not deter a passionate group of 
volunteers, who distributed 410 meals to 
senior citizens on Dec. 16. 

Coordinated by the Friends of the South 
Hadley Seniors, Wednesday afternoon’s 
engagement outside of St. Theresa’s Parish 
on East Parkview Drive fostered an ample 
supply of Christmas spirit. 

“T couldn’t be prouder of everything 
that the Friends are doing. Seeing these 
people drive up and putting a bright spot in 
their day makes the season,” said Friends’ 
Vice President Janet Stawasz. 

Friends President Kim Prough was in- 
strumental in bringing the Dec. 16 initiative 
to fruition. She noted the Friends subsidize 
the meals in order to make them affordable 
for local seniors, who are asked to offer a 
small donation. 

“Tt’s nice to see people come by and get 
a chance to wave to folks that we don’t get 
to see because the senior center 1s closed,’ 
said Prough. “Regardless of the weather, 
it’s great to be out here and see everybody 
and connect with everybody.” 

Stawasz credited Prough with spear- 
heading the effort. She offered up a high 
degree of praise for her colleague and 
friend. 
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Members of the Friends of the South Hadley Seniors pose for a photo outside of St. 


Theresa’s Church on Dec. 16. 


“T can’t say enough about our President 
Kim. She really takes any project and takes 
it all through all stages. Her organization- 
al skills are phenomenal,’ said Stawasz. 
“That’s what makes these [initiatives] en- 
joyable, and they come together nicely. We 
don’t have people 
out on the streets or 
squabbling because 
they’re waiting or 
any of that stuff be- 
cause it’s planned 
and executed with 
an efficiency.” 


Kary Ouimette, Jan Faginski, nn ARIES who w: was 
dressed as Santa Claus, and Lisa Napiorkowski greet 
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ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 
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for all PUBLIC NOTICES... 


to run the week of 
December 21-25, 2020: 


e Thursday, Dec. 17 at NOON 
The Register, Sentinel, 
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
Quaboag Current 
e Friday, Dec. 18 at Noon 
Barre Gazette, Country Journal, 
Ware River News 
The Journal Register 
e Monday, Dec. 21 at noon 
Town Reminder, 
Chicopee Register and 
The Holyoke Sun 





to run the week of 
December 28 - 
January 1, 2021: 


e Wednesday, Dec. 23 at noon 
The Register, Sentinel, 

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
Quaboag Current, Barre Gazette, 
Country Journal, Ware River News 
The Journal Register 

e Monday, Dec. 28 at noon 

Town Reminder, Chicopee Register 
and The Holyoke Sun 


Pauline Casey, a member of the Friends, 
could not find an adequate set of words to 
describe Prough’s contributions. As she 
awaited her meal, Casey raved about the 
success of the Friends’ meal distribution 
events. 

“Their character is absolutely amazing. 
They have become even more encompass- 
ing over the past few years, especially with 
this. Also, the food is fantabulous,”’ said 
Casey. 

Next month, the Friends will distrib- 
ute meals outside of Fire District #2 on 
Woodbridge St. The Jan. 14 event will be 
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Sane Claus greets a senior ‘cin 
picking up a meal at St. Theresa’s Parish 
in South Hadley. 


followed by a St. Patrick’s Day lunch in 
March. 

More information about initiatives that 
are led by the Friends can be found online 
at southhadleyseniors.org. Until next time, 
Stawasz will revel in the positivity that she 
experienced on Dec. 16. 

“The needs of the senior community in 
our town are great. Right now, it seems like 
the food need is great so is the need for a 
degree of socialization. This event covers 
it all. [Seniors] come out and see people. 
Then, they go home and enjoy a very excel- 
lent meal at a very reasonable price,” said 
Stawasz. 


Members of 
the Friends 
of the South 
Hadley 
Seniors 
coordinated 
a distribution 
initiative, 
which 
provided 

410 meals to 
local seniors. 
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No locker rooms, scrums in hockey modifications 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — The parking 
lots at Olympia Ice Center and 
Fitzpatrick Rink could be very 
crowded this winter with stu- 
dents being forced to change 
outdoors as part of the modifica- 
tions made to ice hockey for the 
2020-2021 season. 

High school guidelines from 
the office of Energy and En- 
vironmental Affairs required 
locker rooms to be closed at ice 
hockey arenas. 

The only reason the locker 
rooms can be used is for players 
to use the bathroom and sinks. 
“Participants must wear-in/wear- 
out clothes or dress in the park- 


ing lot or other designated area,” 
the guidelines state. 

The change is to limit close 
contact among teammates due 
to locker rooms being very con- 
gested spaces with a lot of pads 
and equipment taking up even 
more space. 

One change for hockey ver- 
sus other sports is the ability 
for players to wear gaiters on 
the ice. Typically, face cover- 
ings for players and fans alike 
in most sports requires a mask 
that has loops that go over the 
ear, securely covering the mouth 
and nose. Hockey players are 
allowed to wear gaiters, which 
were viewed as less secure by 
some. Gaiter will be allowed for 
hockey players provided they are 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


multi-ply. 

One of the tougher parts to 
comply with is the fact only 20 
players will be allowed to dress 
for the game, and some extended 
bench areas will be needed for 
both teams in order to social dis- 
tance enough. Typically, 22 play- 
ers are allowed on the roster for 
varsity games. Only three coach- 
es will be allowed on benches 
for games, though that is close to 
average for most hockey teams. 

Having more than one play- 
er in the penalty box will also 
be a new challenge as only one 
player is allowed in the penalty 
box at a time. According to the 
guidelines, other spaces must be 
designated for players to serve 
penalties. 





“One person in the penalty 
box at a time,” the guidelines 
state. “If another player must be 
in a designated ‘auxiliary box/lo- 
cation,’ they must be social dis- 
tanced either outside the penalty 
box or in the bench area as close 
to the penalty box as possible; 
when possible the second and 
or subsequent penalized players 
must move to the penalty box 
upon the exit of the previously 
penalized player.” 

There is in option for subse- 
quent players to serve penalties 
on their bench if necessary. 

The biggest change fans will 
notice with play on the ice is the 
elimination of “scrums.’ These 
are plays typically when multi- 
ple players go after a loose puck 


www.sports.turley.com 


in a corner of the ice. They usu- 
ally take place on either side of 
the goal. 

The guidelines only allow 
for one player from each team to 
be involved in a scrum. Once a 
third player joins, play must be 
stopped by the referee. Play also 
will be stopped if the scrum lasts 
more than five seconds. 

High schools played fall 
sports in geographically-formed 
leagues in order to limit contact 
between too many schools. The 
plan will be similar for hockey, 
but leagues will look different 
because there are fewer teams. 
There were also no restrictions 
placed on co-op programs and 
they will be allowed to play. 





Kolodziey steps down as Pioneers GM 





Greg Kolodziey, longtime general 
manager of the Western Mass. 
Pioneers, has stepped down. 


Mutiny GM Ferrara 
takes helm 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW — Along with 
being the longtime boys’ varsi- 
ty soccer coach at Ludlow High 
School, Greg Kolodziey has also 
been the General Manager of the 
Western Mass. Pioneers for more 
than ten years. 

Kolodziey recently stepped 
down as the Pioneers G.M. due 
to personal reasons. 

“['m excited about some 
new challenges that lie ahead,’ 
Kolodziey said. “I hope to spend 
more time on the soccer field do- 
ing what I enjoy most, coaching 
kids, and assisting and encourag- 
ing them to be good students so 
once they get through the grad- 
uation line, they are ready to do 
good, positive things 1in life.” 

Kolodziey is still planning 
to continue coaching the boys’ 
varsity soccer team at his alma 
mater in the fall of 2021. He also 
coaches a Western United Pio- 
neers squad. 

Joe Ferrara, who like 
Kolodziey is a lifelong resident 
of Ludlow, has been named as 





The New England Mutiny and Western Mass. Pioneers share a home 
stadium now. Mutiny owner Joe Ferrara was named the Pioneers GM. 


the new General Manager of the 
Western Mass. Pioneers. He’s 
also the owner of the New En- 
gland Mutiny and is the Com- 
missioner of the United Wom- 
en’s Soccer League. 

“The Pioneers have a great 
support staff and the Mutiny also 
have a great support staff, so I 
think I’Il be able to run both orga- 
nizations without very much dif- 
ficulty,” Ferrara said. “The big- 
gest challenge right now is that 
we still don’t know what’s going 
to be happening next spring.” 

The Pioneers and the Mu- 
tiny, who both play their home 
matches at historic Lusitano Sta- 
dium in Ludlow, didn’t play any 
matches in 2020 because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We’re hoping to have a sea- 
son next year, but we’re planning 
for several different scenarios,’ 
Ferrara said. “A normal regular 
season, a shortened season, a 
season without fans, or no sea- 


son at all.” 

Before Kolodziey stepped 
down from his position, he and 
Ferrara shared the same office at 
Lusitano Stadium. 

“I do have a lot of respect 
for Greg and his family,” Ferrara 
said. “I would like to meet with 
him about the Pioneers.” 

The Pioneers, who had a very 
successful 2019 campaign, are 
coached by Federico Molinari. 

“Federico is a very good soc- 
cer coach,’ Ferrara said. “I’m 
looking forward to working with 
him on a daily basis.” 

The Pioneers assistant coach- 
es are Dennis Gomes, Jay Willis, 
and John Voight. 

The Pioneers are members of 
the USL 2 League and compete 
in the Northeast Division of the 
Eastern Conference. 

The USL 2 League G.M. 
meetings are normally held in 


Please see PIONEERS, page 11 





SEEKONK -—_ Seekonk 
Speedway is looking ahead to 
a fresh, exciting 2021 season. 
On Dec. 3, the Massachusetts 
third-mile announced the full 
schedule of events for 2021 
-- one that will mark the 75th 
anniversary of full-time racing. 
Seekonk Speedway looks for- 
ward to welcoming fans back 
to the grandstands safely, as the 
recent vaccine announcements 
for COVID-19 are welcomed 
news and talks continue with 
the state of Massachusetts. 





ST) 





File photos 
Woody Pitkat was a big winner at the Sunoco World Series event. 


Seekonk Speedway announces 
events for next season 


Multiple major events 
headline the 2021 schedule 
-- including the ISMA Super- 
modified and Boston Louie 
NEMA Midget and NEMA 
Lite Races (June 9), the annu- 
al $10,000 to win Open Wheel 
Wednesday headlined by the 
Tri Track Open Modified Se- 
ries (June 30), the inaugural 
$10,000 to win Bay State Sum- 
mer Classic with the PASS Pro 
Stocks (July 28), the annual 


Please see RACE, page 11 
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Christopher Buffone, of Belchertown, was also a champion last 


season. 
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PIONEERS from page 10 


Florida in December, but they’re 
going to be held virtual in Jan- 
uary. The 2021 schedule will be 
released at that time. 

The Pioneers qualified to play 
in the U.S. Open Cup last year, 
which was canceled. They’re 
hoping to play in the 2021 Open 
Cup tournament. 

“Tt’ll be great if we do play in 
the Open Cup next year,” Ferrara 
said. “It gives the smaller clubs 
the chance to play with the big 
boys.” 

The Mutiny had played 
games in several different com- 
munities before coming to Lud- 
low in 2019. 

“Being able to have the Mu- 
tiny play home matches at Lu- 
sitano Stadium is very special 
to me,” Ferrara said. “I played 
games there when I was in high 
school and the atmosphere is 


of Ludlow High School. 





great at the Stadium.” 

The Mutiny celebrated their 
20th anniversary in 2019 and 
Ferrara has only missed one 
match since he formed the team 
in 1999. 

After taking a year off from 
soccer for the first time in many 
years, Ferrara is ready to watch 
both of his soccer teams play 
next summer. 

“Last summer was the first 
time in 20 years that I wasn’t 
involved in soccer and it was 
refreshing. Soccer seasons can 
be a grind at times, especial- 
ly when you’re not succeeding 
on the field,’ Ferrara said. “I’m 
ready to go now and the players 
are also ready to get back on the 
field again.” 

While the 2020 United Wom- 
en’s Soccer League regular sea- 
son was canceled, a couple of 
showcase tournaments were held 
in Michigan and Florida last 
summer. 

The Mutiny, who are mem- 
bers UWS Eastern Conference, 
do have several players from 
Western Mass. listed on their 
roster. 

“Having the local soccer 
players play for the Mutiny re- 
ally means a lot to me,” Ferrara 
said. “It’s nice to have players 
from Granby, Monson, Agawam, 
and Ludlow on the team. We’re 
represented by ten communities 
in Western Massachusetts. There 
are a lot of talented high school 
girls’ soccer players from this 
area.” 

Several Mutiny players have 
been signed with N.W.S.L. and a 
few have played for professional 
teams in Europe. 

Jill Serafino is the Mutiny 
General Manager and Jeb Booth 
is planning on returning as the 
Mutiny head coach in 2021. 
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coaches, judges, 


ing bodies. 


“Tt is with great disappoint- 
ment that we announce we will 


Games figure skating competi- 
tion in Williamstown in 2021,” 
said Bay State Games Execu- 
tive Director Kevin Cummings. 
“For the last 35 years, it has 
been a privilege to bring skat- 
ers and their families to Berk- 
shire County for this longtime 
winter tradition. While our par- 
ticipants have always enjoyed 
travelling to the region for the 
event which has had a posi- 
tive economic impact for local 
hotels and restaurants, many 
factors related to the pandemic 
prevent us from returning in the 
Winter of 2021”. 

Bay State Games will con- 
tinue to evaluate the possibil- 
ity of hosting a live skating 
event in Massachusetts later in 


be unable to host the Bay State 


teams taking the court. 
Bubbleville housed 


dance. 





several 
events relocated and reimagined 
due to COVID-19 and provided 
a controlled environment with 
teams and event staff adhering to 
tribal, government, and NCAA 
health and safety protocols and 
testing requirements. All games 
were played without fans in atten- 


Throughout the 10-day event, 
the game schedule continual- 
ly evolved due to a number of 


COVID-related 


and Jen Tempone. 


Mohegan Sun and the Tribal 
Health Department also proved 
to be an invaluable partner for the 
event with the ability to provide a 
premier arena, beautiful accom- 
modations and private catering, in 
addition to their extensive COVID 
protocols which have successfully 


been in place for several months. 


With a combination of PCR 
and Saliva testing, 2,800 tests 


circumstances. 
In the end, 26 games were safely 
played in large part thanks to Miri- 
mus and Hartford HealthCare. 
Both groups joined Bubbleville 
with live event COVID-19 proto- 
col experience with the NBA and 
Viacom respectively. The Bub- 
bleville Testing Team was led by 
Rachel Lattner, Chelsea Johnson 
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Figure skating event cancelled 


WILLIAMSTOWN - This 
based on the 
Bay State Games overriding 
concern to protect the health 
and safety of all participants, 
volunteers, 
and spectators. Other factors 
that lead to this decision in- 
clude state guidelines limiting 
public events, the uncertainty 
of whether the Williams Col- 
lege Lansing Chapman Rink 
will open in 2021, current lim- 
itations on use of Williams Col- 
lege facilities by outside groups 
and protocol requirements from 
national figure skating govern- 


2021 or as part of the Summer 
Games should the impact of 
the pandemic and restrictions 
improve. Potentially hosting 
virtual skating events later in 
the year is also under consider- 
ation. Future event options for 
2021 are being investigated as 
federal, state, and local board 
of health protocols continue to 
be monitored. Bay State Games 
remains hopeful it can return 
to Berkshire County for 2022 
events and beyond. 

Updated information  re- 
garding the status of Bay State 
Games figure skating events 
will be posted on the Bay State 
Games website as soon as it 1s 
confirmed. 


Hall of Fame concludes ‘Bubbleville’ Games 


UNCASVILLE, Conn. — The 
Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame and Gazelle Group 
today concluded the season-open- 
ing event known as “Bubbleville.” 
Games were played Nov. 25 — 
Dec. 4 at Mohegan Sun Arena in 
Uncasville, Connecticut with 25 


were administered among 1,075 
people including event staff, 
players, coaches, support staff 
and courtside media on-site. In 
the nearly two-week testing peri- 
od, three positive tests were dis- 
covered, leading to two programs 
leaving the event before partic- 
ipating in game action and one 
matchup cancelled on what was 
scheduled to be the final day of 
the event. 

With the support of the event’s 
various health partners, Bub- 
bleville was able to adhere to all 
safety protocols and enact tracing 
procedures as needed. To learn 
more about the event, visit https:// 
www.hoophall.com/events/bub- 
bleville or follow @hoophall 
#Bubbleville on Twitter and Ins- 
tagram. 
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DAV Fall Classic (Sept. 24 to 
25) and the Haunted Hundred, 
headlined by Tri Track (Oct. 23). 
The slate includes 18 Satur- 
day Night Showdowns -- show- 
casing Seekonk’s premiere Pro 
Stocks, Everett’s Auto Parts 
Late Models, Helger’s South 
Coast Power Equipment Sports- 
man and Chaz Auto Body Sport 
Trucks. It will also see the return 
of the Fast Friday Series -- with 
16 events for the Nick’s Pit Stop 
Legends Cars, Helger’s Pure 
Stocks, Sport 4’s and Seekonk 
Grand Prix Bandoleros. See- 
konk is pleased to welcome back 
all divisions and their sponsors, 
while adding Chaz Auto Body to 
the team of division sponsors. 
With COVID-19 © shutting 
down Saturday night competi- 
tion and Thrill Shows in 2020, 
and only Fast Friday drivers hit- 
ting the track due to regulations 
from the state of Massachusetts 
to stop the spread of the virus, 
it’s only fitting that the 75th an- 
niversary be celebrated in 2021. 
Seekonk’s Fast Friday classes 
ran a 10-race slate in front of 
no spectators in 2020, howev- 
er, they continued to showcase 
youth talent and some of the best 
racing Seekonk offers through 
the track’s YouTube channel. 
“Our schedule includes a bit 
of something for everyone who 
is arace fan in the region.” Ed St. 
Germain, Director of Business 
Development at Seekonk Speed- 
way, said. “We’re excited for all 
of our special events, but above 
all, we can’t wait to welcome 
back our great fans and get our 
premiere Saturday night divi- 
sions back on the track in 2021.” 
The season opens with two 
Test and tune sessions on April 


10 and 24, while opening week- 
end returns on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 1-2. Saturday will 
include the Classic Car Show 
and Swap Meet fans have come 
to love, with burn out drags and 
race practice. On Sunday, May 
2, the engines fire in a race com- 
petition for the first time with 
the Pro Stocks, Late Models, 
Sportsman, Trucks and Spectator 
Drags. The season rolls from this 
starting point in May all the way 
through October, with more than 
45 events planned. 

Of the touring divisions in- 
cluded, two of them will visit 
Seekonk more than once -- with 
the prestigious Tri Track Open 
Modified Series bringing their 
top Modified talent for Open 
Wheel Wednesday (June 30) 
and the Haunted Hundred (Oc- 
tober 23). Both races have a 
large purse and always attract 
the best Modified talent in the 
region. New for 2021, the Amer- 
ican Canadian Tour (ACT) will 
also join the Haunted Hundred, 
along with the return of the Pro 
All Star Series (PASS) Super 
Late Models. All three races as 
part of the season-finale will be 
100 laps, matching the Haunted 
“Hundred” name. 

PASS, New England’s pre- 
mier touring Super Late Model 
division, will return to Seekonk 
for three events overall in 2021 
-- including the big $10,000 to 
win race on Wednesday, July 
28. PASS will also help headline 
the two races that will close the 
season -- the annual Fall Classic, 
with a 150-lapper on Sept. 25, 
and the Haunted Hundred. 

The track welcomes back five 
Thrill Shows to the schedule -- 
with a show for Memorial Day 
(May 29), Independence Day 
(July 3), Mid-Summer Spectac- 


ular (July 31), Labor Day (Sept. 
4) and the Pumpkin Smash (Oct. 
9). Note that all Thrill Shows 
are on Saturday night’s -- giving 
weekly competitors the night off. 
There will also be a special event 
on Sunday, Aug. 8 -- headlined 
by the return of Monster Trucks 
and the first ever Spectator Drag 
race -- where drivers will double 
up and actually race for multi- 
ple laps together on the track, 
instead of just in a one-on-one 
format. 

As part of the weekly slate, 
track champions will be crowned 
in all nine divisions. Champion- 
ship battles for all divisions ex- 
cept the Pro Stocks will include 
as part of the DAV Fall Classic 
weekend on Sept. 24 and 25, as 
the Fall Classic returns to a two- 
day race format, with a practice 
session on Thursday night, Sept. 
23. The Pro Stock title battle 
wraps on Saturday, Sept. 18, on 
Ocean State Oil Night, allowing 
drivers to compete with PASS at 
the Fall Classic. 

The Phil’s Propane Triple 
Crown Series returns after a 
year off due to COVID, with a 
three-race, extra distance, set 
of races for all of Seekonk’s di- 
visions. The Pro Stock Triple 
Crown Series races will be 60 
laps, while the Late Models will 
shift to 45 laps. The Sportsman 
and Sport Trucks remain at 35, 
while the Pure Stocks, Sport 4’s 
and Legends Cars are set for 30. 
As always, the Seekonk Grand 
Prix Bandolero division runs 15 
laps for all of their events, but 
will also crown a Triple Crown 
champion. 

Phil’s Propane Triple Crown 
Series Dates: 

Pro Stocks: June 5, July 16, 
Aug. 21 

Late Models: May 22, June 


26, Aug. 21 

Sportsman: May 15, June 19, 
Aug. 21 

Sport Trucks: May 8, June 
12, Aug. 21 

Legends Cars: June 25, July 
30, Aug. 20 

Pure Stocks: June 18, July 
16, Aug. 20 

Sport 4: June 11, July 23, 
Aug. 20 

Bandolero: June 4, July 9, 
Aug. 20 


The Everett’s Auto Parts Dia- 
mond Races are on the schedule, 
with three special events for the 
Pro Stocks and the Late Models. 
All of these races will be 50 laps 
for both divisions, including a 
night where both classes run the 
50’s on Saturday, Aug. 14. 

Everett’s Auto Parts 
mond Race Dates: 

Pro Stocks: June 26, July 24, 
Aug. 14 

Late Models: June 19, July 
17, Aug. 14 

The Troy City Tactical Spec- 
tator Drag Series is back, with 
drivers set to compete in a 10- 
race Series starting on May 2 and 
ending on Oct. 9. In the middle, 
drivers will thrill fans in front of 
both Saturday night crowds and 
Thrill Show fans. 

The Power 5 Series will re- 
turn for Helger’s Southcoast 
Power Equipment Sportsman, 
with five races set for 30 laps 
instead of 25, with a bit of extra 
purse money on the line courte- 
sy of Helger’s. Sponsorship is 
available for Power 5 races for 
the remainder of Seekonk’s Sat- 
urday night divisions. 

The schedule also includes 
the special returns of Military 
Night, Youth Sports Night, the 
STAR and NEAR Antique Rac- 
er divisions, R.I. Shriners Night 
(with Trike Races), Fans on Pa- 


Dia- 


rade, Scout Night, the Pit Party, 
Phil’s Propane night, Helger’s 
Southcoast Power Equipment 
night and the annual Fan Appre- 
ciation night sponsored by Ever- 
ett’s Auto Parts. 

Seekonk looks forward to 
welcoming back a long list of 
supporters for the 2021  sea- 
son, and can’t thank those who 
stepped up in 2020 enough. 
See below for a full list of 2021 
sponsors to this point: 

Everetts Auto Parts, Helger’s 
Southcoast Power Equipment, 
Phil’s Propane, Ocean State Oil, 
Solar Theraputics, PEPSI, _ T. 
Moreshead Landscaping, Suno- 
co Race Fuels, American Racer, 
Elmwood Dodge, Bristol Toy- 
ota, First Ford, Troy City Tacti- 
cal, Shriners Childrens Hospital, 
Roger Williams Zoo, Precision 
Harley Davidison, Columbus 
Energies, Chick Fil A, Seekonk 
Grand Prix, Chaz Auto Body, 
Nick Lascuola Racing, Lambert 
Brothers Racing, Spring Villa 
Memory Care, Viper Graphics, 
Nick’s Pit Stop, Nat’s Racing 
Engines, KC’s Burger Bar, Mill- 
er Brewing, Coors Light, WCTK 
Cat Country, Four Town Farms 

The full schedule is subject to 
change. 

Seekonk Speedway will re- 
lease additional updates about 
the 2021 season when available. 
For more information, follow the 
track on all social media chan- 
nels and visit seekonkspeedway. 
com. Please stay tuned for ticket 
release dates for advanced pur- 
chase. 

Fans should keep a lookout 
for new episodes of the Seekonk 
Speedway podcast series over 
the winter months, giving you a 
step back in time, a view of the 
present and a look into the fu- 
ture. 
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south Hadley Police Log 


Compiled by Melina Bourdeau 
Townreminder®@ turley.com 


Editor’s note: The following are brief 
explanations of select entries in the South 
Hadley Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of Nov. 25 to Dec.13. The informa- 
tion was provided by Chief Jennifer Gun- 
dersen based on review of the detailed 
log summary. This feature is designed to 
provide context and explanation to some 
of the calls police respond to every day. 
Mass General Law prohibits the release 
of names of those arrested for domestic 
incidents. 


Wednesday, Nov. 25 

12:46 a.m. — Officers took a report 
from a Hillside Ave. resident that their ve- 
hicle was struck in a hit and run incident. 
There was substantial damage to the ve- 
hicle. There are no suspects at this time. 

2:04 p.m. — A Newton St. business 
reported its sign was vandalized. Upon 
investigation, an officer found there were 
other signs in the area were vandalized 
with graffiti as well. There are no suspects 
at this time. 


Thursday, Nov. 26 

9:47 p.m. — Officers dispatched to the 
area of Canal and West Summit St. for a 
report of a one vehicle accident. On arriv- 
al, an officer saw a vehicle in the woods at 
the end of West Summit St. with substan- 
tial damage to the vehicle. There was no 
operator to be found and officers couldn’t 
find the operator. The officers contacted 
the owner of the vehicle who reported 
they lent the car to another person. The 
vehicle was towed from the scene. 


Friday, Nov. 27 

9:57 am. — A 64-year-old Ferry St. 
resident reported while they were mow- 
ing their lawn, their neighbor came from 
behind them and kept hitting them in the 
back. The person reported it was part of 
an ongoing neighbor dispute. The individ- 
ual involved will be summoned to court 
on charges of assault and battery on per- 
son over 60. 

5:55 p.m. —David Glenn Ellis, 44, of 
68 Bridge St. South Hadley was arrested 
on a warrant and a charge of possession of 


class A drugs. While an officer was on pa- 
trol on Bridge St. when they saw someone 
known to have an outstanding warrant out 
of Holyoke. The suspect stopped and was 
placed under arrest and during booking 
it was found that the suspect possessed 
packets of what was believed to be heroin 
and affiliated paraphernalia. 


Saturday, Nov. 28 

10:39 p.m. —A Bridge St. resident 
reported an attempted breaking and en- 
tering incident into their apartment. The 
caller noticed damage to the kitchen door. 
It was unknown if entry was gained and 
unknown what, if anything, was stolen at 
time of the report. There is no further in- 
formation at this time. 


Monday, Nov. 30 

12:41 p.m. — 1171oF — Officers took 
a report of breaking and entering into a 
vehicle on Richview Ave. The caller re- 
ported a small amount of money taken 
from the unlocked vehicle. The vehicle 
was parked overnight on the street. There 
are no suspects at this time. 


Tuesday, Dec. 1 

1:57 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
someone leaving the scene of proper- 
ty damage on Riverboat Village Rd. at 
the apartment complex. The incident in- 
volved a hit and run to a vehicle that was 
parked overnight. There are no suspects at 
this time. 


Wednesday, Dec. 2 

10:34 a.m. — An officer took a report 
of damage to a garage which was being 
rented out. There were holes and gener- 
al damage to the garage, but the involved 
parties came to an agreement regarding 
payment for the damage. 

2:33 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
an employee of a rental unit on Industrial 
Dr. who reported suspicious barrels in an 
abandoned unit. The South Hadley Fire 
Dept. was called and it was determined 
the contents did not pose an immediate 
hazard. The scene was rendered safe. 


Thursday, Dec. 3 
7:48 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
illegal dumping on Baker St. There were 


large household items that were discard- 
ed. There are no suspects at this time. 


Saturday, Dec. 5 

8:40 a.m. — 1Officers took a report of 
a hit and run on Bridge St. The victim re- 
ported they were parking on Bridge St. 
when they were struck from behind by 
another vehicle. The operator of the sec- 
ond vehicle spoke with the first operator 
and asked if they wanted to exchange in- 
formation. The first operator agreed and 
when they went to move to a better loca- 
tion to exchange information, the second 
operator left the scene. The suspect was 
a male party with a mustache driving a 
black Cadillac Escalade. No further infor- 
mation is available at this time 


Sunday, Dec. 6 

6:27 p.m. — Officers responded to a sin- 
gle vehicle accident on Alvord PI. It was 
reported the operator had minor injuries. 
The operator pulled into their driveway, 
accidently accelerated instead of breaking 
and struck the front of their home. The 
accident caused serious structural damage 
to the home. The operator was transported 
with suspected minor injuries. 


Tuesday, Dec. 8 

4:18 p.m. — Jose Alfaro, 35, of 15 
South Point Dr., Amherst was arrested on 
charges of a marked lanes violation and 
operating a motor vehicle with a suspend- 
ed license. An officer was on patrol on 
Newton St. when they observed a vehicle 
in middle of road trying to make left turn. 
In location the operator was attempting to 
turn, there was no street to turn onto. The 
officer was able to control traffic to get the 
vehicle to parking lot and when speaking 
with the operator, it was found that the 
driver’s license was under suspension. 
They were charged accordingly. 


Wednesday, Dec. 9 

3:18 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
vandalism to a Canal St. residence. A Ca- 
nal St. resident reported their house was 
egged the previous night. The officer re- 
ported the eggs may have been thrown 
from a vehicle. There didn’t appear to 
be permanent damage to the residence. 
There are no suspects at this time. 


44:18 p.m. —Officers took a report of 
stolen property from a Mosier St. res- 
idence. The resident reported their po- 
litical signs were stolen from their front 
yard. There was video of female party 
wearing a mask who stole the sign. There 
is no further information. 

7:52 p.m. — An officer dispatched to 
area of Lathrop St. for a report of illegal 
dumping. An officer found three empty 
cardboard boxes near row of bushes. The 
shipping labels on the boxes indicated 
they should have been shipped to a Chest- 
nut Hill Rd. address. It was later deter- 
mined the packages were removed from 
the address and the contents were taken 
from them. There are no suspects at this 
time. 


Friday, Dec. 11 

6:26 p.m. —Officers took a report of 
malicious damage from a Riverboat Vil- 
lage resident. The resident reported dam- 
age to the interior of the apartment from 
a roommate who was moving out of the 
apartment. The matter is part of an ongo- 
ing roommate dispute. 


Sunday, Dec. 13 

3:09 a.m. — Officers dispatched to the 
Seven-11 convenience store for a report of 
armed robbery. The suspect left the scene 
upon the officers’ arrival. The officers 
spoke with the clerk who indicated an in- 
dividual entered the store, walked behind 
the register and displayed a small knife 
or scissors and began demanding money. 
Upon receiving the money, they left the 
store. The clerk described the suspect as 
a skinny, 5’7 man who was wearing black 
clothes and sunglasses with white frames. 
Officers did an area search including with 
a K-9 from the Mass. State Police which 
turned up negative. Officers reviewed sur- 
veillance footage and there is no further 
information at this time. 

8:30 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
damage to a vehicle parked on Ludlow Rd. 
A resident reported sometime between 
lla.m. and 8:30 p.m. an unknown party 
threw a bottle through a parked vehicle. 
There were parts of the bottle recovered 
and will be examined by the detective bu- 
reau. There are no suspects at this time. 





DRUG BUST from page 7 


grams, manufacturing in heroin/fentanyl, 
conspiracy to violate 94C narcotic laws, 
unlawful possession of a firearm (10 
counts), possession of a sawed-off shot- 
gun, possession of ammunition without 
FID card. 

Hampden District Attorney Antho- 
ny D. Gulluni said, “This long running, 
multi-agency investigation has dismantled 
a prominent drug trafficking organization 
here in the western Massachusetts region. 
The large amount of narcotics seized, spe- 
cifically the fentanyl, and the dismantling 
of this organization, unquestionably has 


saved many lives. The agencies and offi- 
cers involved should be commended for 
Operating a very successful and intricate 
investigation that targeted the trafficking 
of Fentanyl, an extraordinarily potent 
drug that has killed thousands across Mas- 
sachusetts just over the past few years.” 

Recovered during these searches were 
the following: approximately 400 grams 
of heroin/fentanyl, 11 firearms (seven pis- 
tols, two rifles, 1 AR15 rifle and a sawed- 
off shotgun), two ballistic vests, $11,200 
US currency and numerous rounds of var- 
10us ammunition. 

The Massachusetts Attorney General’s 
Office provided funding for this investi- 


gation. AG Healey’s office has prioritized 
combatting the opioid crisis and has been 
working closely with federal, state and 
local partners to fight illegal drug traffick- 
ing throughout New England. The AG’s 
Fentanyl Strike Force was created in 2016 
using a $1 million federal grant that has 
since been strengthened with an addition- 
al $5.6 million in funding to expand on- 
going multistate and cross-jurisdictional 
investigations. 

Participating in the investigation were: 
the Hampden District Attorney’s Office, 
the Hampden District Attorney’s Hamp- 
den County Narcotics Task Force and 
the Massachusetts State Police Detective 


SERVICE 
IDTLRE@C TORY 


STD Em - 


GAGNON ELECTRIC 
All Types Of Electrical Work. 
Fully Insured. 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A 


933-8867 


NORM LEPAGE CONTRACTOR 
Additions, Remodeling, Repairs 
Roofing, Decks, Garages, 
Porches, Termite Damage, Etc. 
Licensed. Insured. Experienced. 


323-4961 


Unit assigned to the Hampden District 
Attorney’s Office, Massachusetts Attor- 
ney General’s Office, Springfield Police 
Department Narcotics Unit, United States 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Fire- 
arms, Homeland Security Investigations, 
the West Springfield, Holyoke, Chicopee 
Police Departments, Hampden Coun- 
ty Sheriff’s Department, Massachusetts 
State Police’s Commonwealth Interstate 
Narcotics Reduction Enforcement Team 
and the Massachusetts State Police Gang 
Unit. 

Arraignment information was not im- 
mediately available. 


To advertise on this page 
call the Town Reminder at 


283-8393 


EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC. 
Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Peter Edge 532-5764 
www.edgetreeservice.com 





LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE 
AND LANDSCAPING 
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls, 
Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, Irrigation. 
Insured 
534-1002 TFN 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371. 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


W!SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


ST. JUDE THANK YOU for an- 
swering my prayers PF 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


TOWN Reminder 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***xxk*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





2***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


B&D PROPERTY MAINTE- 
NANCE Since 1982, Insured, Refer- 
encs, HIC#175887. Carpentry, Paint- 
ing, Roofing, Apartment Turnovers, 
Cleanups, Lawn Care, Fall Cleanup, 
Snow Removal, more. (413) 455-5458 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 


rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servic- 
ing all brands of major appliances. 
Senior discounts available. Servic- 
ing all of western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone ad- 
vertising caring of children must list a 
license number to do so if they offer 
this service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN -_ ADDI- 
TIONS, service changes, small 
jobs for homeowners, fire alarms. 
Fast, dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates E280333. 24 
hour emergency service. (413)427- 
5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service chang- 
es/upgrades, generators, phone/ 
data wiring, smoke detectors. In- 
sured. Credit cards accepted. Li- 
cense #22882A (413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514- 
B Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or Call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Name: C&P! ee 
Address) 
Town. CS tates = 
Number of Weeks: —i—‘éN CX «Cperweekrate=$ _ 
Credit Card: Li MasterCard LIVISA WO Discover 1 Cash Li) Check# 
Card#: EX. Date CONV 
Amountofcharge: _ —(s—“‘“‘ ‘zt: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 









Hs 


=i 


GES 
a5 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


wi NORTH 
BELCHERTOWN BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
GRANBY 

a 

a 

roe 

a 

BROOKFIELD me) 

oO 






HUBBARDSTON 






NEW BRAINTREE 
EST 

















BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 





Suburban 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price ae 
Addasecond ZONE _*10.00 suiereiiine 
, S$ following ZONE(s): 
Add a third ZONE 5.00 
Subtotal _— 
x Number of Weeks 7 
TOTAL Enclosed - 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 
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DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 
NIK 


AND REPAIRABLE 


$SSSSSSSSS$$ 
Get cash for as Is 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HELP WANTED 


DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 
(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 





Post your 
lL job openings 
—_ in our 
oom classifieds. 


We get results! 


Turley2a 
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www.newspapers.turley.com 
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TOWN OF PALMER 
TRUCK DRIVER LABORER 
OPERATIONS DIVISION 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
The Town of Palmer is accepting ap- 
plications for Full Time Truck Driver - 
Laborer in the Department of Public 
Works Operations Division. We are 
seeking an experienced, self-motivat- 
ed individual with public works knowl- 
edge to become part of our operations 
division. A High School Diploma, 
Class B Massachusetts Driver's Li- 
cense with air-brakes endorsement is 
required. A Massachusetts Hoister’s 
License is favorable. This is a union 
position with an attractive starting sal- 
ary, vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or email 

rmcnutt @ townofpalmer.com 


REAL ESTATE 


HOUSEMATE 
WANTED 


MATURE FEMALE to share 2 bea- 
room home in Agawam with female 
owner. No pets. References $500.00 
month plus 1/2 utilities. (413)219-9744 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 





FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Classitied 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY 
AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY 
AT NOON 





TOWN Reminder 


Sale Of Motor 
Vehicles Under 
G11. C.255 Sec. 39A 

Notice Is Hereby Given 
By Hampshire Towing, 
650 New Ludlow Rd., 
South Hadley, Ma 01075, 
Pursuant To The Provisions 
Of G.l. C. 255, Section 
39A, That A SEALED BID 
Auction With Bids Due 
Monday, January 4, 2021 
At 9 A.m. Vehicles Can Be 
Viewed By Appointment 
Only December 29 And 
December 30, 2020 Between 
9 A.m. And 4 P.m. Monday 
Through Friday. Please 
Call 413-534-5373 For 
Appoinments. 

The Following Motor 
Vehicles Will Be Sold To 
Satisfy Our Garage Keeper’s 
Lien Thereon For Storage, 
Towing Charges, Care And 
Expenses Of Notices And 
Sale Of Said Vehicles: 


2005 Chevrolet Corvette 
1G1YY24U255103525 
No Record Found 


2001 Honda Shadow Spirt 
1100 
1HFSC180X1A501974 
John M. Stearns 

10 Oakdale St 

Westfield, Ma 01085 


2013 Mitsubishi Outlander 
Sport 
4A4AR3AU9DE017846 
Mary Hachey 

31 Dexter St #1 

Orange, Ma 01364 


1999 Subaru Legacy 
4S3BG6850X7626866 
Donna L. Murry 

Po. Bx 154 

Monson, Ma 01057 


2004 Nissan Maxima 
IN4BA41E44C861179 
Luis E. Rosa 

623 Hampden St. 
Holyoke, Ma 01040 


2005 Ford Explorer Sport 
Trac 

1FMZU77K X5UB 14319 
Jonathan Rodriguez 

28 Valley Hts. 

Holyoke, Ma 01040 
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2005 Ford Five Hundred 
1FAFP251X5G188064 No 
Records Found 


2001 Toyota Camry 
4T1BG22K71U086234 
Carl R. Vettori 

143 School St Apt C4 
Taunton, Ma 02780 


2001 Honda Cr-V 
JHLRD18681C042204 
Misheily Morales-Rivera 
84 Front St #12 
Chicopee, Ma 01013 


2004 Volvo S80 

Y V1TH59H641366244 
Tyrisha T Greene 

A8 Rifle St. 
Springfield, Ma 01105 


1997 Lincoln Town Car 
ILNLM82W1V Y639042 
Leroy C Mcdaniel 

78 Sanderson St. 
Springfield, Ma 01107 


Moped Kymco Red 
RF55CAA582B 102137 
No Records Found 

P/U Lyman St & Beech St 
Holyoke, Ma 01040 


1998 Nissan Maxima 
JN1CA21D3WM904906 
Todd M Beddow 

344 Suffield St 
Agawam, Ma 01001 


2007 Kia Optima 
KNAGE124475 157854 
Brianna N. Zucco 

77 Wilmont St #2L 
Springfield, Ma 01108 


2002 Saturn S-Series 
1G8ZR12712Z196620 

Juan M. Colon 

649 South Summer St Apt 2R 
Holyoke, Ma 01040 


1998 Honda Civic 
1HGEJ7124WL129329 
Xavier T Dejesus 

9 Ladd St. 

Springfield, Ma 01109 


2008 Hyundai Tiburon 
KMHHM66D38U263779 
Juan A. Reyes 

10 Marengo Park #2R 
Springfield, Ma 01108 


2003 Infiniti Q45 
JNKBFO1A83M101829 
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Thomas K. Fleming 1Y VFP80C255M75426 
76 Nonotuck St. Sherry D. Salazar 
Holyoke, Ma 01040 132 Beauchamp Ter 
12/18, 12/25, 1/01/2021 eo ean nz 
2003 Subaru Forester 
JF1SG65613H756811 
SALE OF MOTOR Anthony Filion 
VEHICLES UNDER 904B West Street 
G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A Ludlow, MA 01056 
Notice is hereby given ~ 
by Mampsiure Towine, 05) spear hes e 
New Ludlow Rd., South Tania Feliciano 
suant to the provisiong of 450 Maple Stet #2RF 
Gi.4,955, cons, 
that a SEALED BID auc- Quad 
tion with bids due Monday, JSAAJ43A612110796 No 
December 21, 2020 at Record Found 
9 a.m. Vehicles can be No Record Found 
viewed by appointment only No Record Found 
December 16 and December 18’ Camper 
17, 2020 between 9 a.m. Pea ST ere 
and 4 p.m. Monday through = qoagq Fondakowski 
Friday. Please call 413-534- 59 laudalle Road 
oes Oa: West Hampton, MA 01027 
The following motor 
vehicles will be sold to sat- 1998 Honda Civic 
isfy our garage keeper’s lien © 2HGEJ6670WH509859 
thereon for storage, towing Bryan Velez- Morales 
charges, care and expenses _117 Bloomfield Street 
of notices and sale of said Springfield, MA 01108 
vehicles: 2006 Suzuki DR-Z 400sm 
2005 Toyota Corolla JS1SK44A462102003 
INXBR32E45Z48 1407 Angel Rivera 
Arianna Gregoire 584 Chicopee St 
29 Quincy Ave, Chicopee, MA 01013 
Chicopee, MA 01020 2007 Ford Edge 
2008 Toyota Corolla 2FMDK46C57BB49772 
2T1BR32E08C858286 Adam McNair 
Geraldine R. Gross 237 Stapleton Road 
5 Colonial Vig Dr. Apt 6 Springfield, MA 01109 
Arlington, Ma 02474 Quad Ku1500 
1988 Suzuki Samurai LAGAKUFR741000979 No 
JS4JC51CXJ4246921 Angel Records Found 
Rivera No Records Found 
584 Chicopee St. Apt2R No Records Found 
Chicopee, MA 01013 2007 Nissan Sentra 
1J4GL48K84W240848 Johnathan Cartagena 
Lydia Rivera 24 Ringgold Street 
56 Maple St Apt 218 Springfield, MA 01107 
Florence, MA 01062 2001 Subaru Outback 
2005 Ford Escape 4S3BH675517630255 
IFMYU03Z45KB35569 Lydia Lozada 
Donald R. Dunckley 416 Canon Circle 
43 Michael Ave Springfield, Ma 01118 
Bellport, NY 11713 12/04, 12/11, 12/18/2020 
2005 Mazda Mazda6 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


] Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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from page 6 


The HCC testing site is open 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.; 
and Tuesday and Thursday from 
2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Testing is free to all Massa- 
chusetts residents, and conducted 
on a first come, first serve basis. 
There are no appointments and no 
referral is necessary. Turnaround 
time for results is typically four 
days or fewer. 

More information on all of the 
Stop the Spread test sites across 
the state can be found at: https:// 
www.mass.gov/info-details/stop- 
the-spread 

Please Note: Testing may 
sometimes be cancelled due to 
inclement weather. Be sure to 
visit the Holyoke Board of Health 
website for up-to-date informa- 
tion on cancellations: https:// 
www.holyoke.org/departments/ 
board-of-health 
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New Spectrum store now open in Chicopee 


Staff report 


CHICOPEE — Charter Com- 
munications, Inc. announced 
the opening of a new Spectrum 
Store in Chicopee in earlier in 
Oct. The Spectrum store gives 
consumers in the Chicopee area 
a convenient option for adding 
or managing their Spectrum 
Internet, TV, Mobile or Voice 
services. 

“Our Spectrum stores team 
is here to help our local custom- 
ers who need support in getting 
and staying connected during 
these uncertain times,” said Pat- 
tie Eliason, Senior Vice Presi- 
dent, Spectrum Stores & Retail. 
“They are working to make our 
new store in Chicopee a safe, 


convenient environment to add 
or manage services, shop for 
devices and accessories or make 
payments, while ensuring we 
adhere to current local and state 
health and safety guidelines.” 
The new Chicopee store at 
591 Memorial Drive is open 
Monday through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sundays 
from noon to 5 p.m. To help pro- 
tect the safety of customers and 
employees, and in accordance 
with CDC guidelines and state 
and local orders, social distanc- 
ing 1s required in the store, with 
occupancy of the store managed 
by store employees. Spectrum 
stores are cleaned and disin- 
fected regularly, with frequent 
cleaning of high-touch areas 


and hand sanitizer available 
throughout the store. 

The new Spectrum store 
offers the latest devices and 
accessories compatible with 
Spectrum Mobile, which is de- 
signed to provide customers 
the highest quality experience 
at great value, including access 
to next-generation 5G service 
where available. Customers can 
save up to 40% on a single line 
with unlimited data compared 
to other national carriers.” They 
also can bring their own phone 
or choose from among the latest 
mobile devices and accessories. 

Store visitors also have the 
Opportunity to experience the 
power of Spectrum Internet, 
featuring starting speeds of 100 


Mbps and plans with connec- 
tions up to | gigabit per second, 
as well as the interactive Spec- 
trum TV App, which gives cus- 
tomers access to the Spectrum 
TV content across a wide vari- 
ety of platforms and devices. 

Along with sampling and or- 
dering Spectrum services, cus- 
tomers also can complete a va- 
riety of transactions at the store, 
including account payments 
and upgrading or exchanging 
equipment. 

Information on Spectrum 
store locations can be found on- 
line along with more informa- 
tion about Spectrum products 
and services. 24-hour customer 
assistance is always available 
at 1-855-707-7328. 


CALE YOUR) TUREEY REP TODAY! 283-8393) 
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DEPENDABLE 


AMHERST 
FARMERS SUPPLY 


Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone, 


wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 


mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more! 


320 South Pleasant St., Amherst 


413-253-3436 


Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 ¢ Est. 1945 


4 LAWN & GARDEN 
DO YOU OWN A TORO? 


Need Service, See Us, 
Parts or Your Toro nae mk 


Accessories? Master 


Count on it. Service Dealer 


413-253-7358 


Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30 ¢ Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4 www.boydenandperron.com 


2 REMODELING 





ADDITIONS ¢ WIND/DOOR REPLACEMENTS DECKS & REPAIRS 

















No JOBsMOOSMAL, 
253-0043 


Ter gnatekbuilders@verizon.net 


INSURED 


YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON 


mmecegarrett@turley.com 


A REG. 
#103211 


3 INSURANCE 


www.moultoninsurance.com 
M OULTON Insurance Agency 
BUSINESS e AUTO e HOME e LIFE 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 


Belchertown _ 
45N. Main Street @% Safety Insurance 
413-323-7229 


h Ware 
Ce =" 143 West Street 
mm 413-967-3327 


6 


Owner 


Mike McKenzie 
MA. Lic. #15648A 


Residential 
Commercial 


Industrial 
OSHA 10 
Certified 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 
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pread holiday cheer 
at gig speed. 


‘Tis the season for fast, reliable Internet with top-notch coverage. With Xfinity, you can 
choose the speed that works best for you, all the way up to gig. Plus, Advanced Security 
is included at no extra cost with Xfinity xFi, so you can rest easy knowing that your 
connected devices are protected — just log in and activate through the Xfinity app. 

It's all powered by the largest gig-speed network outside the North Pole. 


Get started with Or pick your speed, 
Xfinity Internet for with options up to gig 


- Enjoy 
39 99 é aq powertful 


Choose your speed 
qamo. 
Internet 
No term contract required 


/1yr. 
experience 





600 Mbps 200 Mbps 





Equipment, taxes and other charges extra 
and subject to change. See details below. 


Go to xfinity.com, call 1-800-xfinity or visit an Xfinity Store today. xf a ty 


Offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing. Must enroll within 30 days of placing order for advertised offer. Without enrollment, service charge automatically increases by $10/mo. Automatic payment 
and paperless-billing discount appears on bill within 30 days of enrolling. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are canceled during the 12-month period, or if service is downgraded to Limited Basic only, the $10/mo. discount 
will be discontinued. Offer ends 1/31/21. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. New residential customers only. Limited to Performance Internet 100 Mbps. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees extra, and subject to change 
during and after promo. After promo, regular rates apply. Comcast's service charge for Performance Internet is $77.95/mo. (subject to change). Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. Actual speeds 


vary and are not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed, visit xfinity.;com/networkmanagement. xFi and xFi Advanced Security require Xfinity Internet and compatible gateway. xFi Advanced Security activation requires Xfinity app 
login. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA234019-0002 NED-WNE-NewLondon-Holiday-Q4-V4 


